MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, AND PARKS
WILDLIFE BUREAU
1505 EASTOVER DRIVE
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39211-6374

APPLICATION FOR ORIGINAL FALCONRY PERMIT

Print or type all information: Date
Name:
First Middle Initial Last

Address

Street, Box or Rt. City State Zip
Date of Birth Citizenship USA Other (Specify)

Month Day Year
Telephone No. (W) (H) (M)

E-mail Address

If applicant is between the ages of *fourteen and *eighteen or if applicant has never before held a
falconry license, list name and falconry permit number of sponsoring adult.

Name of Sponsoring Adult Falconry Permit No.

This application does not authorize applicant to possess a raptor. Possession of a bird may be authorized
only after the applicant has passed the examination, the facilities for keeping the bird have been
inspected and approved, and a permit has been issued.

Signature of Applicant

*State and Federal Regulations require 14 years and 18 years.

(Return to attention of Houston Havens)



FACT SHEET
FEDERAL/STATE QUALIFYING EXAMINATION FOR A FALCONRY PERMIT

Purpose

The examination is designed to determine the applicant’s knowledge of raptor identification,
natural history, care in captivity, falconry techniques, and applicable laws and regulations.

Legal Requirement

Persons desiring to obtain a Federal/State falconry permit are required to answer correctly at least
80 percent of the questions on a supervised examination. A higher passing score may be
established by the State wildlife agency. States may use either an examination provided by the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife service or a State examination approved by the Service.

Once an applicant has passed the examination, no future examination is required by Federal
regulation for permit renewal or for changes in permit class or State of residence. State wildlife

agencies may require additional examinations.

Administering Agency

State wildlife agency personnel or their representatives will administer the examination.

Content - FWS Series 010 Examination

The examination consists of 100 multiple-choice questions, each with four possible answers.
The questions are distributed into three general categories: raptor identification/biology - 25
percent; maintenance of raptors in captivity - 50 percent; and, falconry practices/regulations - 25
percent. :

A more detailed distribution of questions on this examination is provided by subject. Many of
the questions fall into more than one category, e. g., a definition of "eyass" would need to be
known to answer a question concerning the handling of an eyass.

Subject Number of Questions
Literature Review/Definitions cuassssmsssssmsssssonssmssasiassimssrvense 4
Raptor Biology _ . '
Species/Sex/Age Identification ........ccecereereeriissnesessarssnns 4
Ecology (Habitat/Food/Behavior/Distribution) ............... 10
Breeding BIOlORY sisissssisscsssscasassosssusvurasasisssnansassnsnsastssasss 5
Falconry
Equipment and Facilities .............. I o 12
Taking and Initial Handling of Raptors .......c.cceveeevererenas 8
General Health Factors/FOOd/WALEr ......c.coveeerreerneccraennes 20
Injuries/Disease/Parasites wumisamusisiiisssaississasises 15
TramingHantiig Proctites: s smasamsmssosoosmessmen 12
EIBIGE rusconmmmmssmmmmensiimstass o iai e e fians 4
REgUIATIONS o,0pe0ssennavasonresnsassrossmanshssapssansssesasssenssssnnsnnsasspursssppasesnsse 5

A e o o, o o e T T R B s 1



FEDERAL/STATE FALCONRY PERMIT APPLICATION
RAPTOR FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT INSPECTION REPORT

State: Date:

Applicant's Name: Address of facilities (if different):

Address:

I - FACILITIES

A. MEWS (INDOOR FACILITY)

YES NO
1 Space to allow easy access and maintenance
2 Space to allow raptor(s) to fully extend wings
3 At least one window provided
4 Each window with vertical bars/rods on inside
b, At least one secure door - can be easily closed
____ b Other doors, if any, serve to protect facility
T Floor surface dry or well drained - can be easily cleaned
8 One perch of an acceptable design for each raptor
B. WEATHERING AREA

YES NO
_ 1 Space to allow tethered raptor(s) to bate (attempt flight) without striking wings on side or
top of facility

_ 2 Sides of facility fenced with suitable material to exclude predators

_ 3 Top of facility covered with netting, wire, or roofed to exclude predators; - OR -
Top of facility open provided weathering perch (es) are greater than 6 1/2 feet in height

C. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
The facilities, singly or in combination, provide adequate protection for the raptor(s) from:

YES NO

1. Excessive heat

2. High winds and winter storms

3. Avian and ground predators

4. Disturbance which would likely cause injury



I - EQUIPMENT
A. RAPTOR EQUIPMENT
YES NO
_ 1 One pair of Alymeri (style) jesses for each raptor. (An Alymeri jess consists of an
anklet, grommet, and a removable strap for attaching the anklet and grommet
to the swivel.)

2. One swivel of an acceptable design for each raptor. (Dogleash/fishing snap-swivels,
and swivels with soft copper/aluminum rivets are rarely acceptable, except
for use on kestrels.)

3. One leash of quality leather or synthetic material for each raptor

B. REQUIRED ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT

YES NO
_ 1 One bath container, 2 - 6 inches deep and wider than length of the raptor, per bird
2 One outdoor perch of an acceptable design for each raptor

3. A reliable weighing scale or balance graduated in increments of not more than 1/2
ounce (15 grams)

Il - CERTIFICATION
APPROVED - Facilities and equipment meet Federal/State Standards.

PROVISIONAL APPROVAL - Except as indicated below, facilities and equipment meet
Federal/State Standards. Applicant agrees to correct all deficiencies within 30 days.

NOT APPROVED - Facilities and equipment fail to meet Federal/State Standards.

DEFICIENCIES

| agree to correct deficiencies, if any, within 30 days and to maintain facilities/ equipment at or above
Federal/State Standards.

Certifying Officer Applicant
Signature: Signature:
Agency: Printed Name:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service



MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, FISHERIES AND PARKS
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
POST OFFICE BOX 451
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205

PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 1923.001

TO:  The Honorable Eric Clark
Secretary of State
Post Office Box 136
Jackson, MS 39205
AND
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS

In accordance with Section 25-43-9 the Mississippi Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and
Parks, at a meeting in McComb, Mississippi on June 24, 1996, under authority of Section 25-43-
1, Mississippi Code of 1972, made known its intent to adopt and thirty (30) days thereafter did
adopt the following state falconry regulations which are to be in compliance with all federal
guidelines:

Be it ordered that Public Notice Number 1923 is hereby repealed, and the following regulations
are adopted.

Game birds and animals may be taken by a licensed hunter holding a valid falconry
permit during any open season on said game birds and animals as prescribed by state or
federal laws and regulations fixing the open season and bag limits thereon and in
compliance with the following state falconry regulations:

A. DEFINITIONS:

1. "Bred in captivity" or "captive-bred" refers to raptors, including eggs, hatched
in captivity from parents that mated or otherwise transferred gametes in captivity.

2. "Falconry" means the sport of taking quarry by means of a trained raptor.
3. "Raptor” means a live migratory bird of the Order Falconiformes or the Order

Strigiformes, other than a bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) or a golden eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos).

4. "Service" means the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

5. "Department"” means the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and
Parks.



Public Notice No. 1923.001 continued
Page Two

B. PERMIT REQUIREMENTS:

1. A Mississippi falconry permit or, for nonresidents, a valid state permit from
another state meeting federal falconry standards and listed in appropriate federal
regulations, is required, in addition to a federal falconry permit, before any person
may take, possess, transport, sell, purchase, barter, or offer to sell, purchase or
barter raptors for falconry purposes or practice falconry in the State of
Mississippi.

2. Additionally, permittees may not take, possess, transport, sell, purchase, barter,
or transfer any raptor for falconry purposes except under authority of a federal
falconry permit (issued in conjunction with the state permit) and in accordance
with appropriate federal regulations.

C. FALCONRY PERMITS:

The Director of the Department, or the falconry program administrator designated by the
Director, may issue falconry permits in response to applications received on
departmentally approved forms, provided applicants meet the requirements and otherwise
comply with the provisions of this regulation.

1. General: Permits, or renewals of permits, will become valid when issued by the
State and will expire on the third June 30th following their issuance unless a
different period is specified on the permits or renewals. Permits are renewable.
Permits shall not be transferred to other persons. Permits may be revoked or
renewals denied for violation of provisions of this regulation.

2. Hunting License Requirements:

a. Each resident falconer shall possess a current Mississippi resident
hunting license.

b. Each nonresident falconer shall possess a current Mississippi
nonresident hunting license.

3. Transfer of Permits from Other States: Nonresidents may be issued Mississippi
falconry permits without a waiting period upon permanently moving to the State
of Mississippi. The nonresident shall surrender permits issued by other states to
the Department and execute a statement verifying the nonresident’s intent to
become a Mississippi resident. The nonresident shall be issued the equivalent
class permit that was surrendered from the previous state of residence.




Public Notice No. 1923.001 continued
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4. Examination: A permit shall not be issued until the applicant has answered
correctly at least 80 percent of the questions on a supervised examination,
provided or approved by the Service and administered by the Department, relating
to basic biology, care and handling of raptors, literature, laws, regulations or other
appropriate subject matter.

a. Each applicant failing the examination may reapply after a period of 30
days.

b. Each applicant holding a valid federal falconry permit and a valid
falconry permit from another state that becomes a bona fide resident of the
State of Mississippi shall not be required to take an examination when
applying for a Mississippi falconry permit.

5. Facilities and Equipment: Before a falconry permit is issued, the applicant's

raptor housing facilities and falconry equipment shall be inspected and certified
by a representative of the Department as meeting the following standards.

a. Facilities: The primary consideration for raptor housing facilities
whether indoors (mews) or outdoors (weathering area) is protection from
the environment, predators, or undue disturbance. The applicant shall
have the following facilities, except that depending on climatic conditions,
the issuing authority may require only one of the facilities described
below.

(1) Indoor facilities (mews) shall be large enough to allow easy
access for caring for the raptors housed in the facility. If more than
one raptor is to be kept in the mews, raptors shall be tethered or
separated by partitions and the area for each bird shall be large
enough to allow the bird to fully extend its wings. There shall be
at least one window, protected on the inside by vertical bars,
spaced narrower than the width of the bird's body, and a secure
door that can be easily closed. The floor of the mews shall permit
easy cleaning and shall be well drained. Adequate perches shall be
provided.
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(2) Outdoor facilities (weathering area) shall be fenced and covered
with netting or wire, or roofed to protect the birds from disturbance
and attack by predators except that perches more than 6 1/2 feet
high need not be covered or roofed. The enclosed area shall be
large enough to insure the birds cannot strike the fence when flying
from the perch. Protection from excessive sun, wind, and
inclement weather shall be provided for each bird. Adequate
perches shall be provided.

b. Equipment: the following items shall be in the possession of the
applicant before he/she can obtain a permit:

(1) Jesses: At least 1 pair of Aylmeri jesses or similar type
constructed of pliable, high quality leather or suitable synthetic
material to be used when any raptor is flown free. (Traditional 1-
piece jesses may be used on raptors when not being flown)

(2) Leashes and swivels: At least 1 flexible, weather-resistant leash
and 1 strong swivel of acceptable falconry design

(3) Bath container: At least 1 suitable container, 2 to 6 inches deep
and wider than the length of the raptor, for drinking and bathing
each raptor

(4) Outdoor perches: At least 1 weathering area perch of an
acceptable design for each raptor

(5) Weighing device: A reliable scale or balance suitable for
weighing the raptor(s) held and graduated to increments of not
more than 1/2-ounce (15 grams)

c. Maintenance: All facilities and equipment shall be kept at or above the
preceding standards at all times.

6. Permit Classes: There shall be three classes of permits:

a. Apprentice (or equivalent) class.

(1) Permittee shall be at least 14 years old

(2) A sponsor who is a holder of a General or Master Falconry
Permit or equivalent class is required for the first two years in
which an apprentice permit is held, regardless of the age of the
permittee. A sponsor may not have more than three apprentices at
any one time.
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(3) Permittee shall not possess more than one raptor and may not
obtain more than one raptor for replacement during any 12-month
period

(4) Permittee shall possess only the following raptors which must
be taken from the wild: an American kestrel (Falco sparverius), a
red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), or a red-shouldered hawk
(Buteo lineatus)

b. General (or equivalent) class.

(1) A permittee shall be at least 18 years old

(2) A permittee shall have at least two years experience in the
practice of falconry at the apprentice level or its equivalent

(3) A permittee may not possess more than two raptors and may
not obtain more than two raptors for replacement birds during any
12-month period

(4) A permittee may not take, transport or possess any golden eagle
or any species listed as threatened or endangered in appropriate
Federal regulations.

c. Master (or equivalent) class.

(1) An applicant shall have at least five years experience in the
practice of falconry at the general class level or its equivalent

(2) A permittee may not possess more than three raptors and may
not obtain more than two raptors taken from the wild for
replacement birds during any 12-month period

(3) A permittee may not take any species listed as endangered in
appropriate Federal regulations, but may transport or possess such
species in accordance with said regulations

(4) A permittee may not take, transport, or possess any golden
eagle for falconry purposes unless authorized in writing in
accordance with appropriate Federal regulations
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(5) A permittee may not take, in any 12-month period, as part of
the three-bird limitation, more than one raptor listed as threatened
in appropriate Federal regulations, and then only in accordance
with said regulations.

D. REPORTING:

1. No permittee may take, purchase, receive, or otherwise acquire, sell, barter,
transfer, or otherwise dispose of any raptor unless such permittee submits a
Federal Form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report),
completed in accordance with the instructions on the form, to the issuing office
within five (5) calendar days of any such transaction.

2. No raptor may be possessed under authority of a falconry permit unless the
permittee has a properly completed Federal Form 3-186A (Migratory Bird
Acquisition/Disposition Report) for each bird possessed.

E. MARKING:

1. Any peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus), or Harris
hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) taken, possessed or transported for falconry
purposes, except a captive bred raptor lawfully marked by a numbered, seamless
band issued by the Service, must be banded with a permanent, non-reusable
numbered band issued by the Service.

2. Any peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon, or Harris hawk taken from the wild must be
reported to the issuing office within five (5) days of taking and must be banded
with a permanent, non-reusable band provided by the Service. No raptor removed
from the wild may be banded with a seamless numbered band.



Public Notice No. 1923.001 continued
Page Seven

3. All peregrine falcons, gyrfalcons, and Harris hawks possessed for falconry
purposes must be banded at all times in accordance with these standards. Loss or
removal of any band must be reported to the issuing office within five (5) working
days of the loss. The lost band must be replaced by a permanent, non-reusable
numbered band supplied by the Service. A Federal form 3-186A (Migratory Bird
Acquisition/Disposition Report) must be filed in accordance with the instructions
on the form reporting the loss of the band and rebanding.

F. TAKING RESTRICTIONS:

1. Young raptors not capable of flight (eyasses) may be taken only by a General or
Master class falconer on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays only, from
March 1 through July 31. No more than two (2) eyasses may be taken by a
falconer during this period. Falconers must leave at least one (1) chick in the nest.

2. First year (passage) raptors may be taken on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and
Mondays only, from September 1 through January 31, except that marked raptors
or jessed raptors held under permit may be retrapped at any time.

3. Only American kestrels (Falco sparverius) and great horned owls (Bubo
virginianus) may be taken when over one (1) year old, except that any raptor other
than endangered or threatened species (per appropriate Federal regulations) taken
under a depredation (or special purpose) permit may be used by General and
Master class falconers.

4. No more than two (2) raptors can be taken during any twelve (12) months in the
two combined taking periods except for the retrapping of escaped falconry birds.

5. Nonresident Taking.

a. Before taking or attempting to take a raptor from the wild in
Mississippi, a nonresident must have a valid "General” or "Master" level
falconry permit from his state of residence, a Mississippi nonresident
hunting license and a special Mississippi nonresident taking permit.

b. Special Mississippi nonresident taking permits shall be issued only to
those nonresidents whose states of residence provide the same privileges
to residents of Mississippi.

c. Nonresident falconers will be allowed to take one (1) legal raptor per
year in Mississippi.
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G. OTHER:

1. A person who possesses a lawfully acquired raptor before the enactment of
these regulations and who fails to meet the permit requirements shall be allowed
to retain the raptors. All such birds shall be identified with markers supplied by
the Service and cannot be replaced if death, loss, release, or escape occurs.

2. A person who possesses raptors before the enactment of these regulations, in
excess of the number allowed under his class permit, shall be allowed to retain the
extra raptors. All such birds shall be identified with markers supplied by the
Service and no replacement can occur, nor may an additional raptor be obtained
until the number in possession is at least one less than the total number authorized
by the class of permit held by the permittee.

3. Temporary Holding of Raptors

a. A raptor possessed under authority of a Mississippi falconry permit may
be temporarily held by a person other than the permittee only if that person
is otherwise authorized to possess raptors, and only if the raptor is
accompanied at all times by the properly completed Federal Form 3-186A
(Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) designating the permittee
as the possessor of record and by a signed, dated statement from the
permittee authorizing the temporary possession.

b. A raptor may be transported or held in temporary facilities, with an
adequate perch and protected from extreme temperatures and excessive
disturbance, for a period not to exceed 30 days.

4. Transport: Holders of Mississippi falconry permits may transport within
Mississippi the raptors held under their permits and remove the raptors from
Mississippi for meets, trials, and hunting in other states and bring them back again
into Mississippi without obtaining Mississippi importation permits; provided,
however, that such permission to remove raptors from and return them to
Mississippi is invalid if the falconry permittee fails to obtain any permit or license
required for his activities by the state into which he takes the raptors.

5. Feathers that are moulted, or those feathers from birds held in captivity that die,
may be retained and exchanged by permittees only for imping purposes.
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6. A falconry permittee may not sell, purchase, barter, or offer to sell, purchase or
barter any raptor unless the raptor is marked on the metatarsus by a seamless,
numbered band supplied by the Service.

7. A falconry permittee may not propagate raptors without prior acquisition of a
valid raptor propagation permit issued in accordance with appropriate federal and
state regulations.

8. Captive Propagation: Raptor propagation and activities associated with it are

permitted in accordance with Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 21.30.
Additionally, a Mississippi propagation permit is required. All permittees shall
submit one copy of each federally-required report to the Department at the same
time as submitted to federal authorities.

9. A falconry permittee shall obtain written authorization from the Director, or
the designated falconry program administrator before any species not indigenous
to Mississippi is intentionally released into the wild, at which time the marker
from the released bird shall be removed and surrendered to the Department. The
marker from an intentionally released bird which is indigenous to Mississippi
shall also be removed and surrendered to the Department. A standard Federal
bird band shall be attached to such birds by the Department or an authorized
Federal bird bander whenever possible.

10. Accidental kills: A permittee whose raptor accidentally kills quarry that is out
of season or of the wrong species or sex, or otherwise protected, must leave the
dead quarry where it lies, except that the raptor may feed upon the quarry prior to
leaving the site of the Kill.

11. An officer of the Department may inspect the falconry permittee's raptors,
records, facilities or equipment at any reasonable hour.
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eggs for any purpose not covered by the
standard form permits of this part. In
addition, a special purpose permit is
required before any person may sell,
purchase, or barter captive-bred, mi-
gratory game birds, other than water-
fowl, that are marked in compliance
with §21.13(b) of this part.

(b) Application procedures. Submit ap-
plication for special purpose permits to
the appropriate Regilonal Director (At-
tention: Migratory bird permit office).
You can find addresses for the Regional
Directors in 50 CFR 2.2, Each applica-
tlon must contain the general informa-
tion and certification required in
§13.12(a) of this subchapter, and the fol-
lowing additionial information;

(1). A detailed statement describing
the project or activity which requires
issuance of a permit, purpose of such
project or activity, and a delineation of
the area in which it will be conducted.
(Copies of supporting documents, re-
search proposals, and any necessary
State permits should accompany the
application);

(2) Numbers and species of migratory
birds involved where same can reason-
ably be determined in advance; and

(3) Statement of disposition which
will be made of migratory birds in-
volved in the permit activity.

(c) Additional permit conditions.
Inaddition to the general conditions
set forth in part 13 of this subchapter
B, special purpose permits shall be sub-
Ject to the following conditions:

(1) Permittees shall maintain ade-
quate records describing the conduct of
the permitted activity, the numbers
and species of migratory birds acquired
and disposed of under the permit, and
inventorying and identifying all migra-
tory birds held on December 31 of each
calendar year. Records shall be main-
tained at the address listed on the per-
mit; shall be in, or reproducible in
English; and shall be available for in-
spection by Service personnel during
regular business hours. A permittee
may be required by the conditions of
the permit to file with the issuing of-
fice an annual report of operation. An-
nual reports, if required, shall be filed
no later than January 31 of the cal-
endar year followng the year for which
the report is required. Reports, if re-
quired, shall describe permitted activi-

§21.28

ties, numbers and species of migratory
birds acquired and disposed of, and
shall inventory and describe all migra-
tory birds possessed under the special
purpose permit on December 31 of the
reporting year.

(2) Permittees shall make such other
reports as may be requested by the
issuing officer,

(3) All live, captive-bred, migratory
game birds possessed under authority
of a valid special purpose permit shall
be physically marked as defined in
§21.13(b) of this part.

(4) No captive-bred migratory game
bird may be sold or bartered unless
marked in accordance with §21.13(b) of
this part. .

(5) No permittee may take, purchase,
receive or otherwise acquire, sell, bar-
ter, transfer, or otherwise dispose of
any captive-bred migratory game bird
unless such permittee submits a Serv-
ice form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acqui-
sition/Dispaosition Report), completed

.in accordance with the instructions on

the form, to the issuing office within
five (5) days of such transaction.

(6) No permittee, who is authorized
to sell or barter migratory game birds
pursuant to a permit issued under this
section, may sell or barter such birds
to any person unless that person is au-
thorized to purchase and possess such
migratory game birds under a permit
issued pursuant to this part and part
13, or as permitted by regulations in
this part.

(d) Term of permit. A special purpose
permit issued or renewed under this
part expires on the date designated on
the face of the permit unless amended
or revoked, but the term of the permit
shall not exceed three (3) years from
the date of issuance or renewal.

[39 FR 1178, Jan. 4, 1874, as amended at 54 FR
38152, Sept. 14, 1989; 63 FR 52637, Oct. 1, 1998]

§21.28 Falconry permits.

(a) Permit requirements. A falconry
permit is required before any person
may take, possess, transport, sell, pur-
chase, barter, offer to sell, purchase, or
barter raptors for falconry purposes.

(b) Application procedures. (1) An ap-
plicant who wishes to practice falconry
in a State listed in §21.29(k) of this
part and which has been designated as
a participant in a cooperative Federal/
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of record and by a signed, dated state-
ment from the permittee authorizing
the temporary possession.

() A permittee may not take, pos-
sess, or transport any peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus), gyrfalcon (Falco
rusticolus), or Harris hawk (Parabuteo
unicinctus) unless such bird is banded
either by a seamless numbered band
provided by the Service or by a perma-
nent, non-reusable band provided by
the Service.

(1) Any peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus), gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus),
or Harris hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus)
taken from the wild must be reported
to the issuing office within five (5) days
of taking and.must be banded with a
permanent, non-reusable band provided
by the Service. No raptor removed
from the wild may be banded with a
seamless numbered band.

(ii) The loss or removal of any band
must be reported to the issuing office
within five (5) working days of the loss.
The lost band must be replaced by a
permanent, non-reusable band supplied
by the Service. A form 3-186A (Migra-
tory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Re-
port) must be filed in accordance with
paragraph (d)(4) of this section report-
ing the loss of the band and rebanding.

53] A permittee may not sell, pur-
chase, barter, or offer to sell, purchase
or barter any raptor unless the raptor
is marked on the metatarsus by a
seamless, numbered band supplied by
the Service. =

(8) A permittee may not propagate
raptors without prior acquisition of a
valid raptor propagation permit issued
under section 21.30 of this subchapter.

(e) Term of permit. A falconry permlit
issued or renewed under this part ex-
pires on the date designated on the face
of the permit unless amended or re-
voked, but the term of the permit shall
not exceed three (3) years from the
date of issuance or renewal,

[54 FR 38152, Sept. 14, 1989]

§21.29 Federal falconry standards.

(a) Before you can practice falconry in
any State. You cannot take, possess,
transport, sell, purchase, barter, or
offer to sell, purchase, or barter any
raptor for falconry purposes, in any
State unless the State allows the prac-
tice of falconry, and the State has sub-

§21.29

mitted copies of its laws and regula-
tions governing the practice of fal-
conry to us (Director), and we have de-
termined that they meet or exceed the
Federal falconry standards established
in this section. If you are a Federal fal-
conry permittee, you can possess and
transport for falconry purposes a law-
fully possessed raptor through States
that do not allow falconry or meet Fed-
eral falconry standards so long as the
raptors remain in transit in interstate
commerce. The States that are in com-
pliance with Federal falconry stand-
ards are listed in paragraph (k) of this
section.

(b) More restrictive State laws. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to
prevent a State from making and en-
forcing laws or regulations not incon-
sistent with the standards contained in
any convention between the United
States and any foreign country for the
protection of raptors or with the Mi-

gratory Bird Treaty Act, and which
shall give further protection to
raptors.

(c) What is the process for Federal ap-
proval of a State prgﬁram? Any State
that wishes to allow the practice of fal-
conry must submit to the Director of
the Service a copy of the laws and reg-
ulations that govern the practice of
falconry in the State. If we determine
that they meet or exceed the Federal
standards, which are established by
this section, we will publish a notice in
the FEDERAL RECISTER adding the
State to the list of approved States in
paragraph (k) of this section. Any
State that was listed in paragraph (k)
prior to September 14, 1989, is consid-
ered to be in compliance with our
standards.

(d) Permit, State laws or regulations
shall provide that a valid State fal-
conry permit from either that State or
another State meeting Federal fal-
conry standards and listed in para-
graph (k) of this section is required be-
fore any person may take, possess, or
transport a raptor for falconry pur-
poses or practice falconry in that
State.

(e) Classes of permits, States may have
any number of classes of falconry per-
mits provided the standards are not
less restrictive than the following:
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